
Eileen Hardy, Pinot Noir 2012

VINTAGE

2012 was an outstanding year for Pinot Noir. The season started with
cool weather, which delayed bud development and affected fruit set.
A mild spring with some beneficial rain and a warm, dry summer with
few heat spikes followed. The moderate weather allowed the grapes to
develop slowly.

PRODUCER

Each year, the Hardy winemakers choose their best fruit to make the
Eileen Hardy wines. These are consistently some of Australia's best wines.
Hardy's may be one of Australia's biggest wine producers, but these
wines are made on a small scale and offer tremendous value. We have
always thought it a pity that they haven't sold much in the UK, so
jumped at the chance to buy small quantities.

VINEYARDS

Each vintage, the Hardys wine makers select the best Pinot Noir to carry
the "Eileen Hardy" label. In 2012 all the of fruit came from Tasmania, a
cool climate region. The grapes come from two vineyards, one in the
Coal River Valley and the other in the Derwent Valley. The blending
between the vineyards results in an exciting wine with a sense of place.
The Coal River Valley brings spice, red fruit and length to the palate,
while the Derwent Valley adds cherry, plum and blueberry notes.

VINIFICATION

The grapes were hand harvested and 35% were whole bunch
fermented. Wild yeasts were used and warm fermentation
temperatures. 30% of the wine was fermented in barrel and 100% was
matured in Burgundian coopered French oak, of which 25% was new
and 55% was one year old.

TASTING NOTES

Perfumed, rich and complex with star anise spice, whole bunch subtlety,
red fruits intermingled with black cherry, blueberry, plum and
harmonious oak influence. The finish is long with sweet fruit, mineral
acidity and fine, silky tannins.

VINTAGE INFORMATION

Paul LapsleyWinemaker

Wine pH 3.6

Residual Sugar 4g/L

Acidity 5.8g/L

Grape Varieties 100% Pinot Noir

Region Tasmania

Bottle Sizes 75cl

ABV 13.5%

Closure Stelvin

Vintage 2012


