
Thomas Hardy, Cabernet Sauvignon 2010

VINTAGE

The 2010 vintage was warm and dry, producing fruit with a lovely
freshness and flavour concentration. A heat wave hit McLaren Vale
during flowering, which reduced yields. Mild temperatures and cool
nights here and in Coonawarra produced wines with fine tannin
structure. Margaret River experienced one of the hottest summers on
record with higher than average yields.

PRODUCER

Each year, the Hardy winemakers choose their best fruit to make the
Eileen Hardy wines. These are consistently some of Australia's best wines.
Hardy's may be one of Australia's biggest wine producers, but these
wines are made on a small scale and offer tremendous value. We have
always thought it a pity that they haven't sold much in the UK, so
jumped at the chance to buy small quantities.

The Thomas Hardy, first made in 1989, is distinguished from Eileen Hardy
by the fact that it is made solely from their best Cabernet Sauvignon.

VINEYARDS

Every year Hardy's wine makers select the best Cabernet Sauvignon
grapes from across Australia to make this wine. In 2010, The grapes for
this wine were sourced from three of Australia's finest regions for
Cabernet Sauvignon: Coonawarra, McLaren Vale and Margaret River.
The vines are between 20 and 50 years old.

VINIFICATION

The 2010 was the first vintage where the winemakers dispensed with
cultivated yeasts and let wild yeasts loose on the fermentation. That,
together with hand-picking, hand-sorting at the winery, a cold soak,
open top fermentation and extended maceration have combined to
produce what winemaker Paul Lapsley feels is the best Thomas Hardy
yet made. The wine was matured in French oak from six different
Bordelaise coopers, adding to the final dimension of this great wine.

TASTING NOTES

A full bodied wine that relies upon complexity and subtlety to deliver a
rich spectrum of dark fruits, namely blackcurrant, but also delivering
mulberry and violets. The wine has impeccable length driven by fine
acid; the tannins give structure; whilst the oak frames the wine, adding
to its finesse and elegance.

VINTAGE INFORMATION

Paul LapsleyWinemaker

Wine pH 3.4

Residual Sugar 2g/L

Acidity 6.3g/L

Grape Varieties 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Region South Australia

Bottle Sizes 75cl

ABV 13.5%

Closure Natural Cork

Vintage 2010


