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Château Malartic-Lagravière White 2014 
Classified Growth of Graves in Red and in White 

Appellation Pessac-Léognan (A.O.C.)
 

Vintage 
 
 Spring 2014 was pleasant with fairly good, uniform flowering at Malartic. July was fine, but 
August, which was initially wet and hot, and then very cool, caused a significant threat of mildew and 
then outbreaks of Botrytis on the white grapes at the end of the month.  

 

Fortunately, on 27 August, a period of superb weather arrived that was to continue 
throughout the harvests. Decisions were fast and well-managed thanks to a reinforced team that 

worked hard throughout the growth cycle to compensate for these special conditions (meticulous 
removal of unwanted shoots and regular trimming; several rounds of leaf stripping; green harvests). 
Ripeness progressed exponentially, enabling us to harvest very concentrated grapes that produced 
powerful, aromatic musts, enlivened by very good levels of acidity.  

 

The white grapes benefited from the cool August, which helped to preserve their flavours and 
acidity. As a result they are absolutely superb: intense, elegant and very aromatic, with good acidity. 
(pH 3.10/3.15) 

 

This vintage offers amazing precision and great quality, largely due to the superb Indian 
summer, and enhanced by our growing techniques and management of the terroir.  
 
 

Harvest period 
 

Sauvignon       From 10 to 24 september 2014 
Sémillon   25-26 september 2014 
 

Blend 
 

Sauvignon    90 % 
Sémillon   10 % 
 

Technical data 
 

Total area (A.O.C.)  53 hectares 
Area in white (A.O.C.)    7 hectares 
 

Geology    Well-drained gravels and clay gravels  
Grape varieties   Sauvignon 80% - Sémillon 20%  
 

Density of plantation  10 000 plants / ha 
Pruning method  Guyot double 
Average age of the vineyard 31 years old 

 

Average yield   36 hl/ha 
Degree    14% vol 
 
Harvest    Handpicking - 2 Successive sorting - Sustainable farming - HEV 
Vinification   Slow pressing, cold stabilization and fermentation in barrels 
Fermentation temperature 20-22°  
 

Ageing     On lees with bâtonnage in traditional French oak barrels  
New oak    60% 
Ageing period   In progress 
 

Oenologist Consultants  Michel Rolland  
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Château Malartic-Lagravière White 2014 
Press Release 

 
 
 
Neal Martin - erobertparker - April 2015 
91 - 93 Château Malartic-Lagravière Blanc 2014 is a tentative blend of 90% Sauvignon 
Blanc and 10% Sémillon that represents around half of the total crop. Picked between 10 
and 26 September, yields were 36 hectoliter per hectare and after a ten-day cold settling it is 
currently being matured in 60% new wood, the remainder one-year old. It has a lively and 
energetic bouquet surfeit with dewy green apple, wet limestone and citrus scents - already 
vivacious and demanding the imbiber's attention. The palate is fresh and crisp with a keen 
line of acidity, vibrant citrus fruit with a linear, poised, marine-influenced finish, as might 
be befitting the label! Excellent. Drink 2017 - 2027 
 
 
Rolf Bichsel & Barbara Schroeder - Vinum - Juillet - Août 2015 
17 Nous avons dégusté un échantillon avec beaucoup de notes de levure, donnant une 
légère amertume pas désagréable : mais il offre une telle fraîcheur, une telle transparence 
aromatique et un tel potentiel que nous lui faisons confiance 
 
 
Jane Anson - Decanter - April 2015 
17.75 (92/100) - Highly recommended - For fans of a fairly crisp style of Pessac white in 
this particular vintage, this has clean lines and a savoury touch to the stone fruits, with the 
rounding out of the oak barrels (60% new). Good grip, plenty of drinking pleasure ahead. 
80% Sauvignon Blanc, 20% Semillon, 14%abv, 36 hl/h. Michel Rolland now also consulting 
for the white wines at this property. Drink: 2017-2025  
 
 
Roger Voss - Wine Enthusiast - March 2015 
95-97 Barrel Sample. There are strong wood flavors in this wine, but there's also ripe fruit 
and ample acidity. It is an impressive wine that is balanced, rich and likely to age well. 
 
 
James Suckling - jamessuckling.com 
92-93 Beautiful intensity of sliced limes, slates, stones and citrus. This is a serious white as 
always. 
James Suckling - jamessuckling.com - March 2015 
As always Château Malartic-Lagravière is top quality and serious stuff in 2014 for reds and 
white alike. 
 
 
Philippe Maurange - RVF - Avril 2015 
16.5 - 17.5 Les 90% de Sauvignon sont difficilement perceptibles tant les saveurs de fruits 
exotiques dominent. Les terroirs de graves chaudes ont bien répondu à l’année, donnant un 
blanc savoureux. Le vignoble prend de la maturité. 
 
Jeff Leve - thewinecellarinsider.com - April 2015 
93 Kicking off with grapefruit, lemon peel and vanilla, this cheerful, fresh, zippy wine serves 
up a blast of vanilla and citrus zest in the finish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



July 2015 

 

Château Malartic-Lagravière - Tel. +33 (0)5 56 64 75 08 – Fax. +33 (0)56 64 99 66 
malartic-lagraviere@malartic-lagravière.com – www.malartic-lagraviere.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Château Malartic-Lagravière White 2014 
Press Release 

 
 
 
 
James Molesworth - Wine Spectator - March 2015 
89-92 On the softer side, with makrut lime, tarragon and Chartreuse notes layered gently 
together and backed by a youthful twinge of green plum on the finish. 
 
 
Antonio Galloni - vinousmedia.com - April 2015 
89 - 92 The 2014 Malartic-Lagravière Blanc is quite powerful, with considerable oak 
influence from the 60% new barrels that shape the wine's textural profile. Lemon peel, white 
flowers, sage, baked green apples, chamomile and new oak build to the intense, fleshy 
finish. As good as the 2014 is, it is also quite raw and not fully formed just yet. The blend is 
90% Sauvignon Blanc and 10% Sémillon. 
 
 
Bettane & Desseauve - bettanedesseauve.com - Avril 2015 
91 - 15.5/16  Très pur, cristallin, mais convenu dans ses arômes et sa texture 
 
 
Michael Schuster - The World of Fine Wine - June 2015 
16 - 16.5+ Full-bodied, rich, ample, generous white ; very ripe fruit, concentrated in matter, 
fleshy, vigorous, powerful; dry, but with high alcohol giving a certain sweetness of flavor, 
too, long and satisfying and complete in its particular weighty style. To drink young, but 
would probably develop more subtlety over a decade. 2016-24. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


